REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HETTON 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1919. 


Easington  Lane, 

Hetton-le-Hole. 

April,  1920. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Hetton. 
Gentlemen — 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  for 
the  year  1919. 

The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  two  estimates  of  the 
population,  viz.  : 16,660  and  15,993,  the  former  to  be  used  for 
calculating  the  birth-rate  and  the  latter  the  death-rate. 

There  were  475  births  (262  males  and  213  females).  The 
birth-rate  was  28'5  per  1000,  as  compared  with  18*5  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales. 


2 


There  were  284  deaths,  a rate  of  11 
natural  increase  of  population  was  191. 

'5  per 

1000.  The 

Causes  of  Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

155 

129 

Enteric  Fever 

• • • 

1 

— 

Measles 

• • . 

6 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

. . • 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup... 

• • • 

1 

1 

Influenza  ... 

• • • 

23 

19 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

. • • 

6 

10 

Tuberculosis  Menengitis 

1 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

• • . 

4 

6 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

. . . 

2 

5 

Rheumatic  Fever 

. . * 

1 

— 

Menengitis 

• • • 

2 

— 

Organic  heart  diseases 

. . . 

8 

15 

Bronchitis 

... 

14 

11 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

. . • 

17 

9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

. . . 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

. • • 

3 

2 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

• • • 

3 

- — 

Parturition  apart  from  puerperal  fever 

— - 

2 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

20 

10 

Violence  apart  from  suicide 

. . . 

7 

2 

Other  defined  diseases 

28 

31 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  were  52  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age,  a 
rate  of  109  per  1000  births  as  compared  with  119  in  1918,  154 
in  1917,  124  in  1916  and  152  in  1915.  Considering  the  district 
this  must  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory.  There  was  com- 
parative freedom  from  summer  diarrhoea,  and  to  this  I attribute 
largely  the  low  infantile  mortality.  It  is  again  worthy  of  notice 
the  large  proportion  (thirty)  of  the  deaths  that  were  due  to 
congenital  causes. 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  and  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  during  tlx  Year  1919. 


M ® 
W L_ 

0,  ^ 

W b 

f-H  — ' 

< O 

cd  o 
^ o 


z 

o 

KH 

H 

< 

J 

O 

Ph 

o 

Oh 

o 

o 

o 


PC 

W 

CP 

w 

h 

< 

Qd 

X 

h 

c 

w 


< 

o 

Z 

z 

<3 


_c 

-M 

Vh 


MB9JY 

9UQ  -T9pan  gs 

sqpeap  [Bio  j 

ro  CD  co 
Os  Os  OO 

109 

(saA^jgpun) 
spu9;ug  ^ 

B90qjJT?IQ 

4-  cm 

CM  so  CM 

cm  oo  b 

r—H  y— I 

r—H 

OO 

b 

•99U9[0Iy\  H" 

o 

L\.  0 
60.0 

?-K0 

i 

CD 

CO 

b 

oo 

T3U9ipqdlQ  g 

4-  CM  CO 

r—H  r—H  r- H 

• • • 

O O CD 

CM 

r—H 

b 

•qSnoo  g 

-§uidooq/\,\ 

co  lo 

o o o 

CD  "o  CD 

OO 

M* 

b 

•J9A9j[  g 

J9}JT39S  b 

-9-  oo  oo 

O O O 

b b b 

CM 

b 

O 

*S9|ST39  J/\[  r* 

80.0 
01. 0 

e i.o 

o 

LO 

b 

o 

’xod-qBiug 

o o o 

o o o 

b b cd 

o 

o 

b 

10.0 

CD  G 
< <-+■ 

o' 

O'Ol 

0*01 

O'Ol 

0’06 

•sssnBQ  ||Y  •" 

CO  O H- 

oO  CM  oo 

1M 

b 

Rate 
per  1000 
total 
Popu- 
lation. 

18*5 

O oo  oo 
b OO  00 

;o 

bo 

CM 

O)  • I 

g : I 

C/5  c/3 

c c 

D o 

o ^ ~ 

"^o  — 

G O P 

On'  a 

t 9 o 

s ^ 

o be 

J C M 


G 


G 

co 


T3 

G 


g 53 

° c ) 

x n' 

O 


CO 

JO 

G 

> 

o 

a 

cd 

Op 

G 

cti 

PjO 

C 

r_3 

PM 


s§s 

.2  £ 

CO  4-H  o 

£ G 

O o-  Vh 

H ro  £ 
-<->  b cd 
G 

QJ 

Vh 


O 

O 

CP 

O 

LO 


o 

o 

CD 

o' 

CM 


o 

O 

Os 


G 

V— > 

CD 


oo 


G 

O 

O 

G 

O 

b 


o 

-t-H 

co 

s 

G 

G 

_a 

Vh 

D 

G 

O 

■4— A 
4— > 

a) 

x 


* 


Non-civilians  are  included  in  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  but  not  for  other  areas. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2942575x 


4 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Your  district  was  free  from  epidemics,  with  the  exception 
of  measles  which  became  epidemic  in  October  and  continued 
till  the  end  of  the  year  when  it  ceased  to  be  notifiable.  Through- 
out the  year  533  cases  were  notified.  There  were  also  notified 
24  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  20  cases  of  Diphtheria,  4 of  Mem- 
braneous Croup,  2 of  Enteric  Fever,  51  cases  of  Pneumonia, 
21  cases  of  Erysipelas,  29  cases  of  Malaria,  5 cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  1 case  of  Dysentery. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  53  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified.  This  num- 
ber of  cases  is  still  too  large,  but  I fear  no  great  reduction  can 
be  expected  till  the  present  shortage  of  houses  with  its  over- 
crowding is  overcome,  and  accomodation  is  found  for  the 
proper  isolation  of  cases  actively  infective  to  others.  The 
County  Council  has  a Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Sherburn 
Hospital  which  is  open  on  Tuesdays  at  9 a.m.  for  women  and 
children,  and  on  Fridays  at  the  same  hour  for  men.  Here 
cases  are  examined  and  treated,  and  suitable  cases  recom- 
mended for  Sanatorium  treatment. 

NATURAL  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Census  population  in  1911  was  15,678,  and  the  esti- 
mated population  for  1919  was  17,000. 

The  District  may  be  described  as  a basin  surrounded  by 
rising  ground  on  all  sides  except  at  the  north  end,  from  which 
the  sewage  leaves  with  a gentle  fall  to  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Farm. 

The  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  coal  mining. 
Very  few  are  employed  in  other  industries. 

The  amount  of  poor  law  relief  given  in  the  district  during 
the  year  1919  was  ^"2453  Is. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Complaints  were  received  that  the  water  supply  in  Ele- 
more  Lane  was  insufficient,  and  the  Inspector  and  I found  on 
enquiry  that  this  part  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  lj  inch  pipe 
only,  which  accounts  for  the  scarcity  of  supply.  We  have  been 
informed  by  the  Water  Company  that  they  intend  very  shortly 
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to  supply  from  a 6 inch  pipe  here,  and  also  down  the  High 
Street  as  far  as  the  Brickgarth  ; and  when  this  improvement 
is  carried  out  there  should  be  no  reason  for  complaint  in  this 
respect. 

The  water  is  pumped  from  lime-stone  strata  and  is  there- 
fore very  hard.  It  is  collected  in  two  reservoirs  and  is  on  the 
constant  supply  system,  but  owing  to  Colliery  subsidences 
causing  broken  pipes,  the  supply  is  at  times  rather  intermittent. 
Apart  from  the  hardness,  which  is  so  wasteful  of  soap,  the 
water  is  of  good  quality,  clear  and  sparkling,  with  a palatable 
taste.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  any  plumbo-solvent  action, 
and  has  not  been  found  contaminated  at  any  time. 

RIVERS  and  STREAMS. 

There  is  no  river  passing  through  the  district  and  the 
streams  are  free  from  pollution. 

DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE. 

The  drains  and  sewers  right  up  to  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Farm  are  quite  efficient  and  act  satisfactorily,  but  the  sewage 
contact  beds  have  given  a good  deal  of  trouble.  To  commence 
with,  these  are  on  a bed  of  clay,  which  is  never  satisfactory, 
and  the  ground  has  so  suffered  from  colliery  subsidences  that 
the  incline  towards  the  main  outlet  has  been  seriously  disturbed; 
in  many  places  the  incline  is  now  in  quite  the  opposite  direction 
This,  however,  is  receiving  attention. 

CLOSET  ACCOMODATION. 

There  are  in  the  district — 

261  Water-Closets.  2688  Ash-Closets. 

57  Privies.  26  Pail-Closets. 

The  privies  are  being  steadily  done  away  with,  the  ma- 
jority of  them  being  converted  into  ash-closets,  which  is  the 
prevailing  type  of  convenience. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  important  work  is  carried  out  in  this  district  by  hired 
datal  labour.  The  rate  of  pay  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year  was  15/-  per  day  for  horse,  cart  and  man.  During  the 
year  two  increases  were  granted  to  the  Contractors,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  year  the  rate  of  pay  was  21/-  per  day.  The  latter 
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figure  was  considered  as  unsatisfactory  by  the  Contractors  who 
had  been  engaged  by  the  Council  for  varying  periods,  from 
eight  months  to  seven  years,,  and  they  wrote  stating  that  they 
would  be  compelled  to  withdraw  their  carts  forthwith  unless 
the  Council  granted  them  25/-  per  day  with  pay  for  all  general 
and  local  holidays.  The  Council  considered  this  an  unreason- 
able request  and  engaged  horses  and  carts  from  different  Con- 
tractors at  the  rate  of  21/-  per  day.  The  full  complement  of 
carts  could  not  have  been  procured  had  it  not  been  for  a large 
employer  of  labour  who  placed  a number  of  carts  at  our  dis- 
posal which  the  Council  were  pleased  to  accept.  The  Council 
is,  in  my  opinion,  taking  a step  in  the  right  direction  in  going 
in  for  something  more  up-to-date.  At  the  close  of  the  year, 
the  Council  was  obtaining  information  about  one  ton  Ford 
Trucks  with  the  view  of  buying  and  employing  two  in  this 
work. 

The.  prevailing  type  of  sanitary  convenience  throughout 
the  district  is  what  is  known  locally  as  the  ash-closet.  It  is  so 
constructed  that  the  seat  lifts  up  the  full  internal  width  of  the 
building  for  the  deposit  of  ashes  and  other  refuse.  They  are 
cleaned  out  every  week,  and  I estimate  the  amount  of  refuse 
removed  from  the  ash-closet  in  connection  with  Colliery  houses 
to  be  something  like  two  cwt.  This  of  course  is  due  to  the 
large  amount  of  cooking  which  has  to  be  undertaken,  and  at  so 
many  different  times,  and  the  fact  that  the  fire  is  kept  burning 
practically  day  and  night  the  whole  year  round.  I doubt  if  a 
more  suitable  form  of  convenience  could  be  provided  for  simi- 
lar conditions  to  thac  which  exists  here. 

The  tip  is  the  method  by  which  we  dispose  of  our  refuse. 
The  Bull  Wells  Tip  is  very  convenient  for  a large  portion  of 
the  district  and  is  situated  well  away  from  the  dwelling  houses. 
This  tip  is  in  good  order  and  a large  portion  of  it  is  now  under 
cultivation.  The  Gyhll  Tip  is  used  for  the  disposal  of  the 
refuse  from  the  E isington  Lane  Ward  and  part  of  the  Hetton 
Ward.  This  tip  fired  last  July  and  was  still  emitting  smoke 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  but  in  my  opinion  the  fire  was 
abating.  No  ‘live’  refuse  has  been  placed  on  that  part  of 
the  tip  which  was  noticed  to  be  on  fire.  A complaint  was 
received  as  to  an  alleged  nuisance  in  consequence  of  the  fire. 
The  Scavenging  Committee,  along  with  the  Officers,  visited 
the  tip  and  were  of  the  opinion  that  no  nuisance  existed. 

The  whole  of  the  ash-pits  and  ash-closets  throughout  the 
district  were  sprayed  during  the  summer  months  with  a disin- 
fecting fluid.  This  precautionary  measure  was  adopted  with 
the  view  of  preventing  epidemic  diarrhoea. 
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SUMMARY  of  Work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 

during  the  year  1919. 


Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of 
Informal 
written 
Notices  by 
Inspector. 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
order  of 
Authority. 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated 
after 
Notice. 

Dwelling  Houses  & Schools: 

Foul  Conditions 

3 

• • • 

2 

Structural  Defects 

60 

... 

32 

Overcrowding 

4 

Cowsheds  ... 

2 

1 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 

2 

. . . 

2 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

46 

3 

21 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Manure 

2 

• • » 

2 

Water-closets 

29 

1 

23 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

46 

16 

House  Drainage — 

Defective  Traps 

7 

• • • 

7 

Other  Faults  ... 

21 

1 

18 

Pigsties 

3 

... 

3 

Animals  Improperly  Kept... 

... 

5 

5 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

15 

• • • 

13 

Defective  Hatch-doors 

131 

117 

Water,  Food,  and  Drugs. 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ...  Nil 

(No  Steam  Disinfector) 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  64 

General. 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets. . . ...  ...  18 

do.  do.  Water-closets  ...  ...  1 

Ash-closets  do.  do.  ...  ...  2 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  district  ...  ...  261 

do.  Ash-closets  do.  ...  ...2688 

do.  Ash-pit  privies  do.  ...  ...  57 
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Number  of  Visits  made  by  the  Inspector. 


Housing  ...  ...  ...  1258. 

In  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  147. 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  30. 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  32. 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  177. 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  34. 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  20. 

Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  125. 

Scavenging  Carters  ...  ...  56. 


Total...  1879. 

REPAIRS  TO  PROPERTY. 

Mr.  Bell,  Agent  to  the  Lambton  and  Hetton  Collieries, 
Limited,  has  kindly  supplied  me,  as  in  former  years  with  the 
list  of  I mprovements  carried  out  to  Colliery  Property. 

I give  below  the  list  of  Improvements  carried  out  during 


the  year  1919  : — 

Houses  partly  rebuilt... 

36 

Chimneys  repaired 

2 

Windows  made  to  open 

40 

Yard  Gates 

12 

New  doors  or  frames... 

48 

Spouts  renewed 

11 

Walls  repaired 

26 

Set  Pots 

4 

Fireplaces  repaired  ... 

58 

W.C’s.  repaired 

4 

Floors  repaired 

8 

New  wood  floor 

1 

Yard  repaired  ... 

1 

Dormer  window 

1 

New  ovens 

15 

New  hatch  doors 

89 

New  ceilings  ... 

14 

New  Ash-closets 

13 

Cement  floors  ... 

8 

New  coal  houses 

4 

Roofs  repaired  ...  10 

Several  unpaved  footpaths  have  been  ashphalted. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  thirteen  slaughter  houses  in  the  district.  These 
premises  are  inspected  frequently.  They  are  generally  found 
to  be  kept  in  a clean  condition.  Several  of  the  premises  are 
good  and  of  recent  construction.  There  are,  however,  some 
that  are  situated  in  small  yards  and  in  close  proximity  to 
dwellings.  This  is  a matter  which  will  need  the  attention  of 
the  Council  when  things  become  normal.  There  is  no  public 
abbattoir. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district, 
and  both  are  under  the  same  management.  The  premises  are 
old  and  in  my  opinion  unsuitable  for  their  present  purpose. 
Care  is  taken  that  the  rooms  are  well  ventilated  and  kept  clean. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  eleven  purveyors  of  milk  selling  within  the  dis- 
trict, but  only  five  of  these  have  cowsheds  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  your  officers.  On  inspection  they  were  always  found 
to  be  in  a clean  condition.  Some  improvements  are  needed  to 
the  cowsheds  at  Mill  House  Farm.  The  owner’s  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  matter,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year  nothing 
had  been  done  to  remedy  the  existing  defects. 

ELEMORE  LANE. 

There  are  82  houses  situated  on  the  south  side  of  Elemore 
Lane,  and  at  the  rear  of  which  there  is  no  back  street.  The 
greater  proportion  of  these  houses  are  served  with  ash-closets 
which  are  cleansed  weekly  by  means  of  the  carts  using  a pri- 
vate road  at  the  rear  of  the  ash-closets.  From  No.  56  onward 
the  houses  are  served  with  privies  which  are  situated  at  the 
bottom  of  the  gardens,  and  there  is  no  means  of  access  for  the 
purpose  of  cleansing  same.  Notice  was  served  on  the  owners 
to  substitute  the  privies  by  water-closets,  but  it  has  been 
found  that  at  certain  periods  the  water  supply  does  not 
prove  sufficient  for  this  being  carried  into  effect,  owing  to  the 
main  not  being  large  enough,  consequently  the  much  needed 
improvement  had  not  been  carried  out  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
It  is  most  desirable  that  a proper  back  street  should  be  pro- 
vided, but  so  many  of  the  owners  have  only  a life  interest  in 
their  property  that  I doubt  if  this  could  be  arranged  amicably 
amongst  them. 


SCHOOLS. 

Generally  speaking  the  Schools  in  the  district  are  over- 
crowded, and  more  accommocation  will  scon  have  to  be  pro- 
vided. The  temporary  school  in  the  Brickgarth— part  of  the 
Easington  Lane  Girls’  School — has  ash-closets  which  are  un- 
satisfactory, three  of  them  being  without  hatch  doors,  and  the 
doors  of  the  other  two  ash-closets  have  practically  perished. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

The  milk  produced  within  or  imported  into  the  district  is 
generally  of  good  quality,  and  is  delivered  to  the  houses  from 
large  cans  from  milk  carts.  This  cannot  be  regarded  as  a satis- 
factory method.  A much  better  way  would  be  to  have  the 
milk  filled  into  suitable  bottles,  under  the  strictest  hygienic 
conditions,  at  the  farms,  and  delivered  in  this  way. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Couccil  under  the  milk 
(Mothers  and  Children)  order,  1918. 

SMALL-POX. 

No  primav  vaccinations  or  re- vaccinations  were  per- 
formed under  the  Public  Health  (Small-Pox  Prevention) 
Regulations,  1917. 

SANITARY  ADM  I N ST  RATION. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 

The  Council’s  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  at  Rain- 
ton  Bridge  has  accommodation  for  20  persons,  and  includes 
one  ward  for  Diphtheria,  one  ward  ward  for  Scarlet-fever,  and 
two  small  wards  for  Enteric-fever.  The  accommodation  is 
generally  adequate. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  has 
been  adopted,  also  Parts  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  Section  95  of  Part  10 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907,  and  the 
Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

The  following  Bye-Laws  are  in  operation: — 

Nuisances,  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Slaughter  Houses, 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

The  Durham  County  Council  has  an  arrangement  with 
the  Bacteriological  Laboratory  of  the  Newcastle  College  of 
Medicine  by  which  examinations  are  carried  out  free  to  Medi- 
cal Practitioners,  particularly  of  swabs  from  throats  for  Diph- 
theria Bacillus,  of  Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacillus,  and  also  for 
the  Widal  reaction  in  Typhoid-fever.  The  local  Medical 
Practitioners  frequently  take  advantage  of  this  arrangement. 

HOUSING. 

Under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919,  a 
Form  of  Survey  of  Housing  needs  of  the  district  was  comp- 
leted and  .sent  to  the  Housing  Commissioner  in  October.  The 
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chief  facts  of  the  Survey  were  : that  there  are  3,392  dwelling 
houses  in  the  district ; there  are  436  tenements  with  more  than 
two  persons  per  room  with  total  number  of  occupiers  of  3,500. 
There  are  162  houses,  intended  for  one  family  only,  occupied 
(without  having  been  specially  adapted)  by  two  or  more  fami- 
lies. It  was  estimated  that  700  houses  would  be  required 
during  the  next  three  years  to  meet  the  unsatisfied  demand  for 
houses  (taking  into  account  the  growth  of  population,  over- 
crowding, etc.)  ; 80  houses  would  be  required  to  re-house  per- 
sons to  be  displaced  by  the  clearance  of  unhealthy  areas  ; 100 
houses  to  replace  other  dwellings  which  are  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  cannot  be  made  fit ; 4 houses  to  replace  obstruc- 
tive or  other  buddings  (now  inhabited)  which  should  be  demol- 
ished ; 600  houses  which,  although  they  cannot  at  present  be 
regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  fall  definitely  below 
a reasonable  standard  : — a total  of  1484  houses. 

The  part  of  the  Parish  of  Hetton-le-hole,  know  as  the 
Cross  Streets  lying  between  the  Lambton  & Hetton  Collieries 
Railway  and  the  Front  Street  in  Hetton,  was  entered  in  the 
Survey  as  an  area  which  may  have  to  be  dealt  with  as  un- 
healthy under  Part  1 or  Part  2 of  the  Act  of  1890.  Until  new 
houses  are  erected  I fear  it  will  be  quite  impossible  to  deal 
adequately  with  this  area.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Council 
to  erect  houses  both  at  Hetton  and  at  Easington  Lane. 

CENSUS  OF  DWELLINGS— MAY,  1919. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  a very  complete  analysis 
of  the  Returns  sent  in  by  the  Enumerators  who  were  engaged 
in  the  work  of  taking  a Census  of  the  dwellings  throughout  the 
district,  and  from  these  Returns  he  has  compiled  some  inter- 
esting statistics. 

Taking  the  basis  for  overcrowded  dwellings  as  that  given 
by  the  Registrar  General — namely  two  persons  per  room — the 
Returns  show  that  Easington  Lane  Ward  is  suffering  the  most 
as  regards  overcrowding.  This  is  what  we  may  expect,  when 
we  find  that  the  percentage  of  one  and  two  roomed  houses,  or 
tenements,  in  this  Ward  is  far  in  excess  of  that  in  either  of  the 
other  two  Wards.  The  figures,  for  overcrowding,  in  the  smaller 
sized  houses  in  the  Hetton  and  the  Hetton  Downs  Wards 
show,  to  my  mind,  a surprisingly  low  percentage.  I should 
feel  inclined  to  say  that  the  overcrowding  is  more  pronounced 
than  the  figures  suggest,  when  we  consider,  that  in  two-roomed 
houses  the  only  bedroom  is  often  used  by  the  whole  of  the  in- 
mates. I contend  that  two-roomed  houses  ought  not  to  be 
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occupied  by  more  than  two  persons,  for  the  kitchen,  which  is 
often  the  dining  and  living  room  also,  ought  not  to  be  utilised 
as  a sleeping  apartment  as  well.  Generally  speaking,  the 
sleeping  accommodation  of  our  district  is  bad,  for  in  the  ma- 
jority of  houses,  one  or  more  of  the  sleeping  rooms  is  nothing 
more  or  less  than  an  attic.  The  returns  for  three  and  four 
roomed  houses  must  necessarily  include  those  houses  with  two 
good-sized  rooms  and  one  attic,  also  those  houses  with  two 
good-sized  rooms  and  two  attics — both  of  which  types  are  com- 
mon in  our  district. 

There  are  more  than  one  family  living  in  the  same  dwell- 
ing in  162  cases,  and  it  appears  34  of  these  are  overcrowded. 
The  more  flagrant  cases  of  overcrowding,  however,  are  in  the 
small  houses  occupied  by  one  family.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
tables  that  there  are  436  overcrowded  dwellings  in  the  district. 

Houses  or  tenements  in  whole  District  : — 


Easington  Lane  Ward  ... 

1040. 

Hetton  W'ard 

1074. 

Hetton  Downs  Ward 

1278. 

Total. 

..3392. 

The  sizes  of  houses  or  tenements  are  classified  in  the  following 

table : — - 


45 

contain 

one  room 

728 

yy 

two  rooms 

950 

y y 

three  ,, 

1033 

yy 

four  ,, 

450 

yy 

five 

100 

yy 

six  „ 

86 

3392 

yy 

seven  rooms  or  more 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  size  of  overcrowded 

dwellings  : — 


yy 


12  one  roomed  houses  or  tenements  are  overcrowded. 
206  two 
99  three 
90  four 
29  five 


yy 


yy 


1436 
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The  following  table 

shows  the  overcrowding  in 

each  Ward : — 

Houses  with 

Eas.  L.  Ward. 

Hetton  Ward. 

Downs  Ward. 

One  room 

...  7 

4 

1 

Two  rooms 

...  149 

51 

6 

Three  „ 

...  37 

20 

42 

Four  ,, 

...  32 

18 

40 

Five 

1 

. . . 

28 

226 

93 

117 

More  than  one  family  occupying  the  same  dwelling  as  follows  : 

Easington  Lane  Ward  48  of  which  10  are  overcrowded. 
Hetton  Ward  ...  47  ,,  8 ,, 

Hetton  Downs  Ward  67  „ 16  ,, 

Totals...  162  34 

The  following  are  the  Statistics  for  Easington  Lane  Ward  : — 
Total  number  of  houses  or  tenements  ...  1040. 

The  above  houses  are  made  up  as  follows 


There  are 


30  one  roomed  houses  or  tenements. 
399  two 
184  three 
293  four 
74  five 
36  six 

24  houses  with  seven  rooms  or  more. 


yy 


yy 

yy 


yy 


yy 


yy 


y y 
yy 
yy 
yy 
yy 


Total. ..1040 

Number  of  occupants  to  each  one  roomed  tenement 

12  are  occupied  by  one  person 
11  ,,  two  persons 

5 ,,  three  „ 

2 „ four 

Two  roomed  houses  or  tenements  in  Ward... 399. 

250  are  occupied  by  four  persons  or  less. 

149  ,,  more  than  four  persons. 

48  „ more  than  six  persons. 

9 „ more  than  eight  persons. 
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Three  roomed  houses  or  tenements  in  Ward...  184. 

147  are  occupied  by  six  persons  or  less. 

37  ,,  more  than  six  persons. 

15  ,,  „ eight  „ 

5 >•  j)  ten  ,, 

Four  roomed  houses  or  tenements  in  Ward. ..293. 

261  are  occupied  by  eight  persons  or  less. 

32  ,,  more  than  eight  persons. 

4 „ more  than  ten  persons. 

One  five  roomed  house  is  occupied  by  eleven  persons. 

One  six  roomed  house  is  occupied  by  two  families  and 

14  persons. 


The  following  are  the  Statistics  for  the  Hetton  Ward  : — 
Total  number  of  houses  or  tenements  ...  1074. 

The  above  houses  are  made  up  as  follows 

There  are  14  one  roomed  houses  or  tenements. 

246  two 
339  three 
307  four 
79  five 
42  six 

47  houses  with  seven  rooms  or  more. 


99 


99 

99 


99 

99 

99 

99 


99 

99 

99 

99 


Total... 1074 

Number  of  occupants  to  each  one  roomed  tenement 

7 are  occupied  by  one  person. 

3 ,,  two  persons. 

4 „ three  ,, 

Two  roomed  houses  or  tenements  in  Ward... 246. 

195  are  occupied  by  four  persons  or  less. 

51  „ more  than  four  persons. 

6 ,,  more  than  six  persons. 

Three  roomed  houses  or  tenements  in  Ward... 3 30. 

319  are  occupied  by  six  persons  or  less. 

20  ,,  more  than  six  persons. 

7 „ ,,  eight 

1 >>  ten  ,, 


H 
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Four  roomed  houses  or  tenements  in  Ward... 307. 

289  are  occupied  by  eight  persons  or  less. 

18  , „ more  than  eight  persons. 

5 ,,  ,,  ten  persons. 

No  overcrowding  appears  to  exist  in  houses  containing 
five  rooms  or  more  in  the  Hetton  Ward. 


The  following  are  the  Statistics  for  Hetton  Downs  Ward 
Total  number  of  houses  or  tenements  ...  1278. 

The  above  houses  are  made  up  as  follows 


There  are 


1 one  roomed  house  or  tenement. 

83  two  roomed  houses  or  tenements. 
427  three  ,,  „ 

433  four  ,,  ,, 

297  five  „ „ 

22  six  ,,  ,,  ,, 

15  houses  with  seven  rooms  or  more. 
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Total...  1278 

The  one  roomed  tenement  is  occupied  by  four  persons. 

Two  roomed  houses  or  tenements  in  Ward... 83. 

76  are  occupied  by  four  persons  or  less. 

6 ,,  more  than  four  persons. 

Three  roomed  houses  or  tenements  in  Ward... 427. 

385  are  occupied  by  six  persons  or  less. 

42  ,,  more  than  four  persons. 

1 „ ,,  eight  persons. 

Four  roomed  houses  or  tenements  in  Ward... 433. 

393  are  occupied  by  eight  persons  or  less. 

40  „ more  than  eight  persons. 

11  ,,  „ ten  _ 

2 ,,  ,.  twelve  ,, 

Five  roomed  houses  in  Ward... 297. 

269  are  occupied  by  ten  persons  or  less. 

98  ,,  more  than  ten  persons. 

5 „ „ twelve  ,, 

No  overcrowding  appears  to  exist  in  houses  containing  six 
rooms  or  more  in  the  Hetton  Downs  Ward. 
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APPENDICES. 

(1)  No  householder  made  complaint  as  to  their  house  being 

unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(2)  Action  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1909: — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  underand  for  the 
purpose  of  this  section  : 547. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  considered  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  : 100. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  : 182 

(3)  No  action  taken  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1919. 

(4)  Five  representations  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority 

with  the  view  of  making  Closing  Orders,  and  in  each 
case  a Closing  Order  was  made.  None  of  these  was 
determined  by  the  Local  Authority. 

One  of  the  houses  was  re-let  after  the  making  of  a 
Closing  Order,  and  the  Local  Authority  took  pro- 
ceedings against  the  owner,  under  Section  32  of  the 
1919  Act,  who,  on  conviction,  was  ordered  to  pay  a 
fine  ol  ten  shiliings  and  to  pay  £\  Is.  towards  de- 
fraying the  costs  of  the  Council. 

(5)  No  demolition  Orders  were  issued  during  the  year. 

(6)  A block  of  six-tenements,  in  the  congested  area,  in  the 

Hetton  Ward,  was  demolished ; a new  house  is  in 
course  of  erection  on  the  site. 

A delapidated  house  which  formerly  had  two  tenants 
was  demolished  in  High  Street  and  a new  house  has 
been  erected  on  the  site. 

Three  houses  in  the  Brickgarth  are  being  re-built. 

(7)  Owing  to  the  great  scarcity  of  houses,  no  action  has  been 

taken  with  regard  to  any  building  which  may  be  des- 
cribed as  obstructive. 

(8)  The  whole  of  the  work  under  the  heading  of  Housing  is 

undertaken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  latter  officer  has  also  the 
oversight,  and  is  responsible  for  the  efficient  Scaveng- 
ing and  Household  Refuse  Disposal.  For  the  New 
Housing  Scheme  an  Architect  has  been  employed. 
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To  collect  the  numerous  data  and  prepare  the  Report  in 
the  short  time  allowed  required  a good  deal  of  effort,  and  it  is 
possible  some  {^oint  or  other  may  have  been  overlooked.  I 
have  drawn  largely  on  figures  and  information  supplied  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  from  his  department,  and  I wish  here  to 
acknowledge  much  help  he  has  given  me  in  the  preparation  of 
the  Report. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


R.  MACLEOD,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


